AP Spanish Language

Mr. Barbon

Syllabus
Course Overview

The AP Spanish language course is conducted completely in Spanish.  Students will develop a strong command of the Spanish language. Students will able to use the Spanish language to:

· Understand conversations, lectures, oral presentations, newspapers, letters, instructions, and short stories.

· Express themselves orally in formal presentations and informally speaking situations.  They will use convincing, arguing, inquiring and describing methods of speech.

· Express ideas accurately and fluently in writing.

Course Objectives:

I. Comprehend vocabulary and structure to understand the reading of newspapers, magazine articles, and literary works with ease and accuracy. Improve reading skills by: Weekly reading focus and text analysis.  Students will read and interpret literary works as well current topics.

II. Speak with fluency, accuracy in structure and syntax, using a rich vocabulary and appropriate pronunciation.  Speaking skills will improve by: 

i. Interpersonal prompts (conversations, interviews, voice mail, asking or giving directions, storytelling, and presentations).  Four major assessments through out the course.

ii. Daily participation in class discussions.

III. Express ideas accurately and fluently in writing.  Writing skills will improve by: 

i. Essay writing.  Every three weeks students will write a formal well-organized analytical or persuasive essay of at least 250 words on an appropriate topic given by the teacher.  Topics may include: reactions to readings, discussions or viewed materials.

ii.  Other writing.  There will be weekly writing activities such a journal entries, letters, e-mails, poems, dialogues, creative writing, and writing reactions to articles or lectures.

IV. Understand the spoken language both formally and informally in conversations or narrations.  Improve listening skills through:

i. Interpret spoken material through messages, lectures, guest speakers and other materials spoken using different dialects.

ii. Listen to narratives and dialogues to make inferences, and predictions.

V. Further the knowledge and understanding of the practices, perspectives and products of Spanish speaking countries by:

i. View and discuss literary and cultural topics, current events and personal experiences of the student, teacher and guest speakers.

ii. Incorporate cultural awareness with all other skills learned.

Class Website/ Calendar- 

http://www.oncoursesystems.com/school/webpage.aspx?id=10994469
Required Supplies 

One – 1-inch binder with three sections: Vocabulary, Grammar and Culture

Two pens MUST BE BLUE OR BLACK! 

One highlighter 

1 Folder 

Spanish/English Dictionary

Prerequisite 

A or B in Spanish IV or Teacher Recommendation. 

Your class grade will be based on the following

25 % Quizzes/Tests

25 % Major Assignments/Class Projects

25% Homework/ Class work

25% Reading/writing folder/ Participation

A 90-100 
B 80-89 
C 70-79 

D 60-69 
F Not Passing
Bonus points will be built into tests and quizzes, therefore, NO extra credit will be given.

Class participation is very important in order to be the most successful in this class.

Course Outline

The AP Spanish Language course at our school uses the following texts: 

Primary Book:

Díaz, José M, María F Nadal, and Stephen J Collins. Abriendo Paso-Gramática.  Upper Saddle River, NJ. Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007.

Secondary Sources:

Díaz, José M and Stephen J Collins.  Abriendo Paso-Lectura.  Upper Saddle River, NJ.  Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007.

Díaz, José M and Margarita Leicher-Prieto and Gilda Nissenberg.  AP Spanish-Preparing for the Language Examination 3rd Edition.  Boston, MA, 2007.

	Unit consists of:
	Abriendo Paso Gramática
	Abriendo Paso Lectura
	AP Spanish Preparing for the Language Examination

	Unit 1
	La narración y la descripción en el pasado (el pretérito y el imperfecto)
	Cuentos
	Unit I Listening, III-Writing

	Unit 2
	La descripción de nuestros alrededores: diferencias y semejanzas 

(Los adjetivos, pronombres, comparaciones)
	Poesía y Cuentos
	Unit I Listening, II- Reading, 

III-Writing

	Unit 3
	La narración y la descripción en el presente (verbos regulares, reflexivos)
	De la prensa
	Unit IV-Speaking, II- Reading

	Unit 4
	Cómo expresar deseos y obligaciones (El imperativo y el subjuntivo)
	
	Unit IV-Speaking



	Unit 5
	La narración y la descripción en el futuro: cómo expresar emoción, duda, negación, probabilidad o conjetura (El futuro)
	
	Unit I Listening,

III-Writing



	Unit 6
	La narración y la descripción en el pasado (II)
	
	


Teaching strategies 

The Abriendo Paso Gramática provides students with a thorough grammar review and practice.  Students will work in class and at home.  Each Unit has three to five subcategories of grammar.  After each subcategory there will be a test or assessment.  While grammar is key, we will use class time for readings, discussions and listening activities of authentic materials.

Semester exams will consist of mock AP Spanish exams.  These will obviously be shorter in length, but will assess student progress.  They will include: Multiple-choice, free response questions, essay questions, reading, speaking and a listening component.

The use of technology will be essential in the listening and reading component of this class.  We will use podcasts to here debates, speeches and lectures.  The Internet will be a tool for cultural research and investigation.  Films and videos will also be shown.

Sample Classroom activities 

Listening Skills

· Authentic audio selection from one of the following websites- Notes in Spanish www.notesinspanish.com/
· Radio Naciones Unidas www.un.org/radio/es
· CNN en español- www.cnn.com/espanol
At the beginning of the year students will be allowed to listen to the auditory material more than once.  They may even be given a script.  Later on, the script will only be played once and they will not have any printed material.

The goal is for students to listen for controlled information, taking notes.  Students may be asked to outline the information they have heard, use graphic organizers and to extract details rather than main idea.  Students will also be required to discuss information in front of class and later apply this strategy individually for the AP exam in the forms of essay writing or formal speaking.

Reading Skills

Abriendo Paso-Lectura will be used for reading skills along with AP Spanish-Preparing for the Language Examination 3rd Edition to further develop the necessary skills needed for the exam.  We will also incorporate Spanish newspapers in our discussions.

The authentic reading sources are as followed:

La Nación


www.nacion.com
BBC


www.bbcmundo.com
7 dias


www.7dias.us
Writing skills

During the year we will practice writing using written sources from the secondary texts.  Students will be asked to identify two to three main points or details.  Students will paraphrase in writing these details in their own words.  Students will then discuss their findings to Asses their comprehension of the text.  Students will write a sample every three weeks based on audio or textual materials.

Journal writing will be weekly.  The length will depend on the text or material provided to them.  The length of the entry should be one page in length.  They should state their opinion about the text.  They must cite some part of the article as evidence.

Speaking Skills

Students will immerse themselves in weekly charlas.  These conversations will be student centered with the guidance of the teacher.  At the beginning of the year a list of suitable topics will be given.  Examples could be current social topics, Hispanic author or work, art, target country, sports etc.  Students will present their charla topic to the class and provide a printed text (newspaper, website, magazine) and one visual or audio related to the topic (photo, podcast, graph, PowerPoint).  The charlas then turn into classroom discussions.

Classroom Procedures

Seating Chart- We will establish a seating chart during the first week of school.  The seating chart will be followed until Mr. Barbon changes it.

Arrival procedures- Students will arrive before the bell rings.  Once a student enters the classroom, he/she will sit down at assigned seat and begin Reading work (hand out, assignment on the board or on desk).

Dismissal for class- We will allocate the last 5 minutes of class to put all necessary materials, books and desk in order.  We will clean and tidy the room for the next class.

Verbal Participation- Students must raise their hand and wait to be called upon in order to answer a question or ask a question.

Movement (restrooms, drinks, pencil sharpening)- Students must have all pencils sharpened before the bell rings.

Restroom and drink breaks will only be allowed after the lesson or main activity is taught and practiced.

Only one student may leave the class during this time.  Students must ask permission to leave the classroom and must sign out.  Improper use of this procedure will result in the loss of it.

Discipline Policy

Class procedures will be posted in class and a copy sent home to parents, so all students know what is expected from them. However, if a problem shall arise this will be the classroom policy for discipline. 
First offense- visual/verbal warning 

Second offense- loss of participation points 

Third offense- class referral form to be sent home and signed. 

Fourth offense- Choices

Fifth offense- Office referral 

If a student acts in a way that I see harmful to them or another student, then the steps will be bypassed and that student will go directly to Choices, ISS or a Parent liaison.

I,  __________________________ have read and understand the syllabus.

____________________________ (Student signature)

____________________________ (Parent signature)

Parents please provide an email address for communication.  Also, please obtain a Pinnacle pass code for viewing your child’s grade.

I will keep this syllabus in my notebook.
